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ACKUROUND - - ITALIAN ELECTION

1. The Italias slection of 27-23 day was the 7irsi asiion-
vide Palloting siace the parliawentary elsciions of June 1883,

e. Although nation-wide in scope, the election was local
in sature, The electurste voted iwice: first for 132,974 seais
on 1taly*s 7,34) comsunal comscils snd second for 2,358 sents
or 7% proviscial comacile.,

(i) The spwly-slected communa) couseils, in turm, will
sluwct mayors asd cosmsunal cabipetis te uarry os the izporiaat
work of municipal administration,

(%) 1Iwaly's proviscinl couacils, im contrast, kave ouly
aominsl responsibilitise, A
B In #s with & pepulation wuder 10,000--more thas

&,000 of the total--the party tbat wise a plurality receives

two~thivrds of the coumail) seats. Ia ihe proviaoial electiions,

twe-thirds of the council seats (1,572) are allocsted teo
single-seaber districts and awurded io ihe top rusner: i{he
remsinisg third pre slected In tke province at isrge by
proporilonnl represecisiion.,

2. W®ndov & new electorsl Iaw foreed on (he by the ainoe
central partvies ssriier ibis year, properticasi repregentation will
be wsed ix the 737 communes with population of ever 10,000;
slightly over Bali the electorste lives in these 737 towns aad elties.
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A. Bisce ihe new law did awey with the sutemsiic Bajoriiies

that, iz the abseace of & somaune mpjority, it will foym
coxlitions only with the thres ssall cesier pariies with
¥hinb it is allied aatiomally, If ihis rele is sdhered io,
wauy sunicipalitios (Rowe, Venice sad ¥ilas =AY bv asoug ithem)
will thes eiiher be sduisnistersd by mimority goveramauts or by
temmissloners agpoisted by the provincial proiecie vho are
thenselves Contral Geversment sppoiniees.
2. ﬂwmmtamwmwsﬁ%ﬁii}
apathetic, voler turnost bas set s recerd high: some 91% of the
sisctorate went to the polls—more fhau 87,500,000 indiwidusiz.
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